The SYLLABUS
Autumn semester of the 2025-2026 academic year 
educational program  of «7M042-Maritime and energy law» 

	Code of the discipline
	Name of the discipline
	Independent work of the masters (IWM)
	Number of hours
	Number of credits
	Independent work of the student under the guidance of a teacher 

	
	
	
	Lectures
	Practice. classes (PС)
	Laboratory classes
	
	

	1klc
	Actual problems of water law
	56
	15
	30
	
	5
	

	Academic information about the course

	Type of training
	Type / nature of the course
	Types of lectures
	Types of practical classes
	Number of (IWM)
	Type of Final control

	Online / mixed
	Theoretical / practical
	problematic,,
analytical,
practical lecture
	Solving situational problems,
situational tasks, logical tasks, discussion of scientific articles on the topic
	3
	Oral exam

	Дәріскер
	Teleuyev Galym
	According to the schedule

	e-mail
	Galim200385@mail.ru
	

	Телефондары
	87013290234
	



	Academic presentation of the course



	Purpose of the discipline
	Expected learning outcomes (LO)
As a result of studying the discipline, the student becomes able to:
	Ten access indicators (AI)
(at least 2 indicators for every ten)

	The discipline Problems of Water Law is designed to form a deep and systematic understanding among Master’s students of the complex and multi-level legal regulation of water relations, both at the national and international levels. Its purpose is not limited to the study of legal norms but also extends to the comprehension of water as a vital natural resource, an ecological asset, and a factor of socio-economic development. In this regard, the discipline aims to provide a holistic perspective on the role of law in ensuring the sustainable use, protection, and restoration of water bodies.
The purpose of the course is also to familiarize students with the fundamental principles of water law, the structure of the national water legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan, and its correlation with other branches of environmental and natural resource law. Particular attention is given to the analysis of pressing issues such as water scarcity, climate change, pollution of water bodies, and the necessity of balancing economic, environmental, and social interests in the process of water use.
In addition, the discipline seeks to cultivate the ability to critically evaluate the effectiveness of existing legal mechanisms and to develop reasoned proposals for their improvement. This includes mastering methods of comparative legal analysis of foreign and international water law, studying the legal framework of transboundary water cooperation, and understanding the obligations of Kazakhstan under international conventions and treaties.
Ultimately, the course is intended to prepare highly qualified specialists capable of participating in the development of water legislation, drafting policy recommendations, conducting academic research, and engaging in professional activities in state bodies, international organizations, and non-governmental institutions dealing with water resource management and environmental protection. In this way, the discipline contributes not only to the academic growth of students but also to the achievement of sustainable development goals and the strengthening of water security at the national and global levels.

	RL1. Demonstrate advanced and systematic knowledge of the theoretical foundations, key principles, and legal sources of water law in the Republic of Kazakhstan as well as in international practice, showing an in-depth understanding of the role of law in regulating water use, protecting water bodies, and ensuring ecological sustainability.
	AI 1.1. Explain the historical development of Kazakhstan’s water law and its environmental law connections.
AI 1.2. Identify international legal sources regulating water use and evaluate their national implementation impact.

	
	RL2. Analyze, interpret, and critically evaluate the effectiveness of national and international legal mechanisms for the regulation of water resources, including issues of water scarcity, climate change adaptation, transboundary cooperation, and sustainable development, while identifying gaps, contradictions, and potential directions for legal reform.
	AI 2.1. Assess effectiveness of Kazakhstan’s water legislation in solving scarcity, pollution, and climate challenges.
AI 2.2 Compare foreign water law practices and determine their adaptability to Kazakhstan’s legal framework.

	
	RL 3. Apply comparative legal research methods and interdisciplinary approaches to study and compare foreign, regional, and global frameworks of water legislation, identify best practices in water governance, and develop scientifically grounded and practically applicable proposals for the improvement of Kazakhstan’s water law and related environmental policies..
	AI 3.1. Conduct structured comparative research of EU, UN, and Central Asian water law frameworks.
AI 3.2. Develop recommendations for reforming Kazakhstan’s water legislation based on best international practices.

	
	RL  4. Conduct independent scientific research, formulate well-reasoned legal arguments, and present academic and professional outputs on contemporary problems of water law, including the preparation of essays, policy briefs, and research papers, as well as the ability to participate in expert discussions, provide recommendations to policymakers, and contribute to the modernization of water legislation.

	AI 4.1. Write and defend research papers addressing urgent issues of domestic and international water law.
AI 4.2. Demonstrate oral and written skills in seminars, discussions, and expert-level academic debates.

	
	RL 5 Integrate legal, environmental, and socio-economic knowledge in order to assess complex problems of water resource management, demonstrate the ability to balance ecological safety with economic development, and propose innovative, legally sound, and sustainable solutions that take into account the interests of the state, society, and future generations.

	AI 5.1. Draft balanced recommendations aligning water protection with economic growth and societal needs.
AI 5.2. 9.	Apply interdisciplinary approaches to suggest innovative policies for sustainable water management.

	Prerequisites
	Environmental Law, Land Law

	Post-requisites
	

	Literature and resources
	Educational literature:
1 Vera, L. “Water Law Transitions in the Era of Climate Change” (2024) — examines legal transitions, delayed implementation, and fairness in water law reform. 
2  Martinez, R., & Moreno-Ternero, J. D. “Fair Allocation of Riparian Water Rights” (2024) — axiomatic approach to allocation of riparian rights, application to Nile basin. 
3  O’Donnell, E., Clark, C., & Killean, R. “Rights and Relationality: A Review of the Role of Law in the Human/Water Relationship” (2024) — reviews discourses of water rights, relationality, and legal instruments. 
4  “Exploring the Rights of Nature in Freshwater and Marine Ecosystems” (2024) — conceptualizes rights-of-nature in water law contexts. 
5  Weber Salazar, P. “Towards Durable Legal Protections for Rivers in Chile” (2024) — evaluates legal instruments for river protection and restoration in Chile. 
6  Casado-Pérez, V. “Water Reallocation in the West: Government and Markets” (2025) — legal and institutional responses to drought and water reallocation in U.S. West. 
7  O’Donnell, E., Clark, C., & Killean, R. “Rights and Relationality” (Water Alternatives, 2024) — same as item 3 but as appearance in a law-policy journal. 
8  “Ensuring Water Purity: Mitigating Environmental Risks and Policy Responses” (2024) — addresses regulation, pollution, and legal mechanisms for water purity. 
9  Owen, D. “The Water District and the State” — governance, democratic deficits, and reform of water districts in U.S. contexts. 
10  “Reimagining Water Law for the Anthropocene: Reflections from India” (in Journal of Water Law, Vol. 28, Issue 3) — paradigmatic shifts, doctrinal critique, equity in water law. 
11 “Water Pollution Regulation in Mongolia” (Journal of Water Law, Vol. 28, Issue 3) — substantive obligations, regulatory gaps, cross-jurisdictional lessons. 
12 “Progress in Improving the Natural Environment in England: OEP Report 2024” (Journal of Water Law) — regulatory assessment, environmental goals, law’s role in enforcement. 
13  Journal of Water Law (various articles in recent issues) — collections of contemporary articles on doctrines, regulation, international comparisons. 
Internet sources 
1. United Nations Water (UN-Water) – official portal on international water policy, legal frameworks, and SDGs.https://www.unwater.org
2. UNECE Water Convention – documents and reports on the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses. https://unece.org/water
3. FAOLEX – FAO Legal Database – global database of national water and environmental legislation.https://www.fao.org/faolex
4. World Bank – Water Global Practice – publications and legal-policy briefs on water governance and reforms. https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water
5. OECD Water Governance Initiative – policy papers and legal analysis on water law and governance.https://www.oecd.org/water
6. Global Water Partnership (GWP) – toolbox and resources on integrated water resources management (IWRM). https://www.gwp.org
7. Kazakhstan Legislation Database (Adilet) – official portal of laws, including the 2025 Water Code of Kazakhstan.  https://adilet.zan.kz
8. International Water Law Project – online collection of treaties, case law, and commentaries. https://www.internationalwaterlaw.org
9. UNDP Kazakhstan – Water and Environment – news, reports, and projects related to water governance. https://www.undp.org/kazakhstan
10. IPCC Reports on Water and Climate – scientific and legal references on water-climate interaction. https://www.ipcc.ch



	Academic Policy of the discipline 
	The academic policy of the course is determined by Al-Farabi Kazakh National University’s Academic Policy and the Policy on Academic Integrity, which are available on the Univer IS main page. The integration of science and education involves organizing students’, master’s, and doctoral research activities at departments, laboratories, research and project units, and student associations, aiming to develop research skills and competencies through modern research and information technologies. Instructors incorporate research outcomes into lectures, seminars, laboratory classes, and syllabi, as well as into SIW and SIWGI tasks. Attendance is mandatory, and deadlines specified in the course calendar and MOOC schedule must be observed, as failure to do so results in point deductions. Academic integrity requires independence, critical thinking, and creativity, strictly prohibiting plagiarism, falsification, and cheating, with compliance further regulated by internal university documents. Inclusive education ensures equal support and treatment for all students regardless of background, while students, especially those with disabilities, may receive advisory assistance via phone, email, Zoom, or Microsoft Teams. In case of MOOC integration, all students must register and complete modules according to the course schedule.

	"Information on Education, Learning, and Assessment

	
	Point-Rating Letter Grading System for Assessing Academic Performance
	Assessment Methods

	
	Grade
	Numeric Equivalent of Points
	Points in Percentage
	Grade in the Traditional System
	Criterion-Based Assessment is the process of comparing clearly defined criteria with the actual learning outcomes achieved against the expected outcomes. It is based on formative and summative assessment.
Formative Assessment is a type of evaluation conducted during daily learning activities. It serves as a current indicator, ensuring prompt interaction between the learner and the instructor. It helps identify the learner’s capabilities, detect difficulties, achieve better results, and allows the instructor to timely adjust the educational process. Formative assessment evaluates task completion and classroom participation during lectures, seminars, and practical classes (debates, quizzes, discussions, round tables, laboratory work, etc.), assessing the acquired knowledge and competencies.
Summative Assessment is carried out after the completion of a course unit in accordance with the program. During SIW (Student’s Independent Work), it is conducted 3–4 times throughout the semester. Summative assessment evaluates the mastery of expected learning outcomes in relation to descriptors, enabling the determination and recording of the learner’s overall level of achievement for a certain period.


	
	A
	4,0
	95-100
	Excellent
	

	
	A-
	3,67
	90-94
	
	

	
	B+
	3,33
	85-89
	Good
	

	
	B
	3,0
	80-84
	
	Formative and Summative Assessment
	% мәндегі баллдар 

	
	B-
	2,67
	75-79
	
	Activity during Lectures
	0

	
	C+
	2,33
	70-74
	
	Performance in Practical Classes
	30

	
	C
	2,0
	65-69
	Satisfactory
	Independent Work
	30

	
	D+
	1,33
	55-59
	
	Final Control (Exam)
	40

	
	D
	1,0
	50-54
	
	
	

	
	FX
	0,5
	25-49
	Unsatisfactory
	Overall

	100 

	
	F
	0
	0-24
	
	
	


Calendar (schedule of implementation of the content of the training course)

	Week / module
	Theme name
	Number of hours
	Maximum score


Theoretical and Legal Foundations of Water Law
	1
	Classical lecture 1. Introduction to Water Law: concept, subject, and sources. 
	2
	

	1
	Discussion - Practical lesson 1  Discussion of key definitions and analysis of the 2025 Water Code of Kazakhstan. 
	
	

	2
	Classical-lecture 2 Principles of water use and protection in national legislation.
	2
	

	2
	Practical lesson 2 Case study on water user rights and obligations.
	4
	

	3
	Lection 3. State regulation of water resources: authorities and competences. 
	2
	

	3
	practical lesson 3. Legal analysis of permitting and licensing procedures.
	4
	

	4
	IWM 1.  Legal issues of the energy Law in foreign countries
	4
	

	4
	Classical lecture 4 Legal regime of surface and groundwater
	1
	

	4
	practical lesson 4  Group work on classification of water bodies and their legal status.
	2
	10

	3
	IWM 1.  Prepare a short analytical essay (5–7 pages) on the sources of water law in Kazakhstan and compare them with international legal instruments.
	2
	25

	5
	Review lecture 5. Environmental protection of water bodies and ecological safety.
	2
	

	5
	practical lesson 5. Seminar: legal liability for water pollution.
	4
	10

	5
	IWMT 1.   Analyze the main sources of Kazakhstan’s water legislation (2025 Water Code, Environmental Code, international treaties).
	1
	

	National Legal Framework for Water Use and Protection

	6
	Review lecture 6. Legal framework for hydraulic structures and water infrastructure.
	2
	

	6
	practical lesson 6  Case study: accidents at hydraulic facilities and legal consequences.
	4
	

	
	Guidelines for completing Independent Work No. 2
	
	

	  7
	Review lecture 7. Transboundary water resources and international water law.
	2
	

	7
	Practical lesson 7 Debate: the Aral Sea problem and Kazakhstan’s international obligations.
	4
	

	
	Oral presentation of cases in class; teacher gives feedback on legal reasoning.
	
	

	8
	Review lecture 8  UN Watercourses Convention and UNECE Water Convention.
	2
	

	8
	Practical lesson 8 Comparative analysis of international treaties on transboundary rivers.
	4
	

	8
	IWM 3 consultations Scientific research about international water law
	1
	

	
	МТ (Midterm Exam)
	
	100

	9
	Review lecture 9  Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) and legal aspects.
	2
	

	9
	 practical lesson  9 Workshop: designing a national IWRM mode
	4
	7

	10
	Review lecture 10 Water law and climate change adaptation.
	2
	

	10
	 Practical lesson   Case study: drought management and legal measures in Kazakhstan.
	4
	10

	10
	SISW 4. Tips for completing IWS 3
	1
	

	10
	IWMT 4 Writing scientifical essay about past topics.
	
	

	International and Transboundary Water Law

	11
	Classical lecture 12 State legal regulation of the use and development of renewable energy sources 
	2
	

	11
	Practical lesson  11  Discussion scientific articles
	4
	10

	12
	"SISW 4. Tips for IWM 3"
	2
	

	12
	 Lection 12  Comparative analysis: EU and USA water law systems.
	2
	

	12
	 Practical lesson  12  Group presentations: lessons for Kazakhstan’s water reforms
	1
	10

	12
	Discussion scientific materials in relation past topic
	
	25

	Contemporary Challenges and Prospects of Water Law Development

	13
	Lection 13   Digitalization and water resource management (smart monitoring systems).
	2
	

	13
	Practical lesson  13  Practical exercise: legal evaluation of data use in water governance.
	4
	10

	
	SISW 5. Tips for completing IWS 4
	
	

	14
	Lection 14    Current problems and perspectives of Kazakhstan’s water legislation.
	2
	

	14
	Practical lesson  14   Round table: proposals for improving Kazakhstan’s Water Code
	4
	10

	15
	 Classical lecture 15 Final summary and integration of course topics.
	2
	

	15
	Practical lesson  15 Student presentations of final research papers.
	4
	10

	15
	IWM 7 and IWMT 6 consultations
	
	

	15
	Writing scientifical essay about past topics.
	
	25

	
	МТ (Midterm Exam)
	
	100


Dean      									U.A.Akhatov  
Head of Department							             G.A.Kuanalieva
Chairwoman of the Academic 
Committee on Teaching and Education Quality				A.A.Urisbayeva         
Lecturer 								              G.Teleuyev



Summative Assessment Rubric 
 Theoretical and Legal Foundations of Water Law
 ( 25% of 100 %)

	Criteria
	«Exelent»
20-25 %
	«Good»
15-20%
	«Satisfactory»
10-15%
	«Unsatisfactory
0-10%

	Understanding the general characteristics and types of the basis of actual problems of water law 
	Deep understanding of the concept and Environmental safety in maritime and energy law consideration of the basics of international arbitration law.Relevant and relevant links (citations) to primary sources.
	Understand the concept and types of the basis of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law Relevant and relevant links (citations) to primary sources.
	The average of the concepts and types of Environmental safety in the maritime and energy law of law. Relevant and relevant links (citations) to primary sources.
	Limited understanding of the concept and types of consideration of Environmental safety in the maritime and energy law of disputes. Relevant and relevant references
(citations) to primarysources.

	Understanding the main problems of actual problems of water law  
	The comparison of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan regulating the consideration of the basis of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law is very well connected. The ideal justification of arguments by the facts of
empirical research (for example, based on
	Connects the comparison of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the basics of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law.
Supports the arguments with the
	limited connection of the concepts of the basics of environmental safety in maritime and energy law and their limited use.
	Communication in comparison of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan regulating the basics of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law.
Limited use of

	Political proposal or practical recommendations /suggestions
	Preparation of competent scientific and/or practical recommendations and recommendations related to the prevention of environmental safety in the maritime and energy legal disputes in Kazakhstan.
	Offers some considerations and/or practical recommendations and suggestions for the prevention of Environmental safetyin marine and energy legal disputes in Kazakhstan
	Limited practical recommendations. The recommendations are superficial, not based on a thorough analysis, and not critical.
	There are few or no practical recommendations, or recommendations of very poor quality.

	Writing in APA style
	Writing demonstrates clarity, precision, and accuracy. Strict adherence to APA style is required.
	The writing reflects clarity, precision, and correctness, and for the most part adheres to APA style
	The writing contains some basic errors and needs improved clarity. There are errors in adhering to APA style.
	The writing is unclear and difficult to follow. There are numerous errors in adhering to APA style



Written Assignment on National Legal Framework for Water Use and Protection (25% of the Final Grade)


	Criteria
	«Exelent»
20-25 %
	«Good»
15-20%
	«Satisfactory»
10-15%
	«Unsatisfactory»
0-10%

	Understanding the general characteristics and types of the basis of water law  
	Deep understanding of the concept and Environmental safety in maritime and energy law consideration of the basics of international arbitration law.Relevant and relevant links (citations) to primary sources.
	Understand the concept and types of the basis of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law Relevant and relevant links (citations) to primary sources.
	The average of the concepts and types of Environmental safety in the maritime and energy law of law. Relevant and relevant links (citations) to primary sources.
	Limited understanding of the concept and types of consideration of Environmental safety in the maritime and energy law of disputes. Relevant and relevant references
(citations) to primarysources.

	Understanding the main problems of water law
	The comparison of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan regulating the consideration of the basis of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law is very well connected. The ideal justification of arguments by the facts of
empirical research (for example, based on
	Connects the comparison of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the basics of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law.
Supports the arguments with the
	limited connection of the concepts of the basics of environmental safety in maritime and energy law and their limited use.
	Communication in comparison of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan regulating the basics of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law.
Limited use of

	Political proposal or practical recommendations /suggestions
	Preparation of competent scientific and/or practical recommendations and recommendations related to the prevention of environmental safety in the maritime and energy legal disputes in Kazakhstan.
	Offers some considerations and/or practical recommendations and suggestions for the prevention of Environmental safetyin marine and energy legal disputes in Kazakhstan
	Limited practical recommendations. The recommendations are superficial, not based on a thorough analysis, and not critical.
	There are few or no practical recommendations, or recommendations of very poor quality.

	Writing in APA style
	Writing demonstrates clarity, precision, and accuracy. Strict adherence to APA style is required.
	The writing reflects clarity, precision, and correctness, and for the most part adheres to APA style
	The writing contains some basic errors and needs improved clarity. There are errors in adhering to APA style.
	The writing is unclear and difficult to follow. There are numerous errors in adhering to APA style



Written Assignment on International and Transboundary Water Law (25% of the Final Grade)

	Criteria
	«Exelent»
20-25 %
	«Good»
15-20%
	«Satisfactory»
10-15%
	«Unsatisfactory»
0-10%

	Understanding the general characteristics and types of the basis of water law  
	Deep understanding of the concept and Environmental safety in maritime and energy law consideration of the basics of international arbitration law.Relevant and relevant links (citations) to primary sources.
	Understand the concept and types of the basis of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law Relevant and relevant links (citations) to primary sources.
	The average of the concepts and types of Environmental safety in the maritime and energy law of law. Relevant and relevant links (citations) to primary sources.
	Limited understanding of the concept and types of consideration of Environmental safety in the maritime and energy law of disputes. Relevant and relevant references
(citations) to primarysources.

	Understanding the main problems of actual problems of water law
	The comparison of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan regulating the consideration of the basis of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law is very well connected. The ideal justification of arguments by the facts of
empirical research (for example, based on
	Connects the comparison of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the basics of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law.
Supports the arguments with the
	limited connection of the concepts of the basics of environmental safety in maritime and energy law and their limited use.
	Communication in comparison of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan regulating the basics of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law.
Limited use of

	Political proposal or practical recommendations /suggestions
	Preparation of competent scientific and/or practical recommendations and recommendations related to the prevention of environmental safety in the maritime and energy legal disputes in Kazakhstan.
	Offers some considerations and/or practical recommendations and suggestions for the prevention of Environmental safetyin marine and energy legal disputes in Kazakhstan
	Limited practical recommendations. The recommendations are superficial, not based on a thorough analysis, and not critical.
	There are few or no practical recommendations, or recommendations of very poor quality.

	Writing in APA style
	Writing demonstrates clarity, precision, and accuracy. Strict adherence to APA style is required.
	The writing reflects clarity, precision, and correctness, and for the most part adheres to APA style
	The writing contains some basic errors and needs improved clarity. There are errors in adhering to APA style.
	The writing is unclear and difficult to follow. There are numerous errors in adhering to APA style



[bookmark: _GoBack]Written Assignment on Contemporary Challenges and Prospects of Water Law Development  (25% of the Final Grade) 

	Criteria
	«Exelent»
20-25 %
	«Good»
15-20%
	«Satisfactory»
10-15%
	«Unsatisfactory»
0-10%

	Understanding the general characteristics and types of the basis of water law  
	Deep understanding of the concept and Environmental safety in maritime and energy law consideration of the basics of international arbitration law.Relevant and relevant links (citations) to primary sources.
	Understand the concept and types of the basis of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law Relevant and relevant links (citations) to primary sources.
	The average of the concepts and types of Environmental safety in the maritime and energy law of law. Relevant and relevant links (citations) to primary sources.
	Limited understanding of the concept and types of consideration of Environmental safety in the maritime and energy law of disputes. Relevant and relevant references
(citations) to primarysources.

	Understanding the main problems of actual problems of water law
	The comparison of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan regulating the consideration of the basis of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law is very well connected. The ideal justification of arguments by the facts of
empirical research (for example, based on
	Connects the comparison of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the basics of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law.
Supports the arguments with the
	limited connection of the concepts of the basics of environmental safety in maritime and energy law and their limited use.
	Communication in comparison of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan regulating the basics of Environmental safety in maritime and energy law.
Limited use of

	Political proposal or practical recommendations /suggestions
	Preparation of competent scientific and/or practical recommendations and recommendations related to the prevention of environmental safety in the maritime and energy legal disputes in Kazakhstan.
	Offers some considerations and/or practical recommendations and suggestions for the prevention of Environmental safetyin marine and energy legal disputes in Kazakhstan
	Limited practical recommendations. The recommendations are superficial, not based on a thorough analysis, and not critical.
	There are few or no practical recommendations, or recommendations of very poor quality.

	Writing in APA style
	Writing demonstrates clarity, precision, and accuracy. Strict adherence to APA style is required.
	The writing reflects clarity, precision, and correctness, and for the most part adheres to APA style
	The writing contains some basic errors and needs improved clarity. There are errors in adhering to APA style.
	The writing is unclear and difficult to follow. There are numerous errors in adhering to APA style




